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VINDICATION; 


c. Sc. 


HAVING accidentally ſeen, ſome ſhort time 
fince, a letter ſigned VERAX“ publiſhed in the 
Dublin Journal of the 16th ult. animadverting 
on a paragraph which appeared in the Hibernian 
Journal of the preceding 1oth, reſpecting the 
conduct of Dr. Caulfield, (titular Biſhop of Ferns) 
and the other Roman Catholic Clergy of Wexford, 
during the late moſt unhappy rebellion in that 
part of the kingdom; I fit down now, though late, 
but perhaps at a better ſeaſon for the free and un- 
biaſſed exerciſe of reaſon and reflection, to offer 
a few obſervations in refutation of what has 
been urged by Ver ax, I will not ſay wickedly 
or maliciouſly, but certainly with heat, intem- 


* perance and prejudice. 
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* A Copy of which is given in the Appendix. 
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In doing this, I do moſt ſolemnly diſavow every 
motive but that of juſtice and truth, and the. vin- 


dication of gentlemen whoſe characters have been 


implicated by VER Ax, in a manner by no means 
warranted in any fair or liberal repreſentation of 
their conduct, or well-known principles. 


It is by no means my purpoſe to inveſtigate, 
much leſs to vindicate, the cauſes or motives 
which led the deluded people of this country to 
ſuch ſanguinary acts of ferocity and barbariſm. 
It is my purpoſe merely, to vindicate the con- 
duct of Clergymen, who were bound, by every 
ſacred duty of their miniſtry, to refiſt by every 
argument and effort, acts of cruelty, of blood 
and of horror, which Ver ax inſidiouſly charges 
them with having either winked at, or not op- 
poſed to the utmoſt of their authority; or hy po- 
critically countenanced by a languid and ineffec- 
tual ſhew of humanity. And this I think I can 
do, having been myſelf a ſad—an enanguiſhed 
ſpectator of many of thoſe affecting and horrid 
ſcenes, which Verax makes the ground of his 
accuſation ; and in doing this, I truſt I ſhall be 
able to diſabuſe the mind of every candid and 
liberal man, charitable enough to be defirous of 
forming a juſt opinion on a ſubject alrcady tor- 
tured by prejudice or miſrepreſentation into ſo 


many exaggeratcd forms. | 
VERAX 
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u hile in poſſeſſion of the rebels, (and many loyal 
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Verax ſtates © that the rebels put /ome Pro- 
teſlants to death on the zoth of May, ehe day of 
their arrival in Wexford ; that they frequently ex- 


ecuted them in the public ſtreets during their 


continuance in Wexford, and previous to the 
grand maſlacre of the 2oth of June.” Now the 
fact is, that on the 3oth of May, there were 
but two Proteſtants put to death; certainly with 
circumſtances of barbarity at which human na- 
ture muſt ſhudder ; but the latter part of the aſ- 
ſertion is not true, as from the 3oth of May to 
the 2oth of June, there were but three perſons 
put to death in Wexford, and of theſe, tuo were 
Catholics. Nor did any of thoſe murders, fave 
thoſe of the 7wo Catholics, come to the know- 


ledge of the Clergy until after they were perpe- 
trated. | 


VERAX * thinks it extraordinary that the Ro- 
miſh Clergy never interpoſed to prevent the effu- 
ſion of blood until the 20th of June,” but the fact 
ſtated above is a ſufficient anſwer to this obſervati- 
on; and ſerves to expoſe the illiberal purpoſes of 
ſuch an inſinuation, calculated to found the 
moſt vile and unmerited deductions; for it is 
notorious to every man who reſided in Wexford 
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men remained there during that period) chat 
the Catholic Clergymen never ceaſed by every 
argument they could adduce, and by all the 
influence and authority they could be ſup— 
poſed to poſſeſs with a ſanguinary and enfuriated 
rabble, to deprecate the effuſion of human 
blood; and this from their altars—in the public 
ſtreets, at the priſon, and wherever, or whenever 
they could perceive any intention of commiting 
the horrid crime of murder: and it is equally 
well known that ſome days previous to the 2oth 
of June, the Rev. Mr. Corrin coming to the 
gaol, then filled with priſoners, met a numerous 
and ferocious mob at the door, vow ing vengeance 
and ſwearing they would put every one of the pri- 
ſoners to death; but that, prevailed on for 


that time by Mr. Corrin's pathetic arguments 


and zealous exhortations, they deſiſted; and even 


a Mr. Charles Jackſon, who was then in Wexford 


gaol, and who has publiſhed a long and high-co- 
loured ſtatement of the horrid tranſactions of that 
melancholy period, can be adduced as an unſuſ- 
pected evidence in favour of the diſintereſted and 
truly chriſtian zeal of the Rev. Mr. Corrin on 
that trying occaſion. 


Mr. Jackſon ſays, on the day that informa- 


tion wasreceivedof the rebels being defeated at 
©© Roſs, to revenge the loſs, Hſteen of the Wexford, 


* and zen of the Enniſcorthy people were ordered 
N out 
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out of the gaol, of which number Mr. Jackſon 
was, and brought into the yard, where they were 
placed on their knees to prepare for immediate 
execution; and that father Corrin being ſent 


for to one of the devoted victims, preſently came, 


and to give the better effect to his admonition 
and interceſſion, had dreſſed himſelf in his 
Coul, (meaning probably his Surplice, or ſome 
other part of the Prieſtly Veſtments) and bore 
a Crucifix in his hand; that the rebels fell 
on their knees; that he exhorted them in the 
moſt carneſt manner ; he conjured them as they 
hoped for mercy to ſhew it; he made every 
poſſible exertion to ſave the lives of all the 
priſoners, but it was in vain : he even faid, he 
could witneſs the Wexford people never fired 
on them, or did them any injury, and that 


he would never again ſay maſs for them, if they 
perſiſted in their cruel reſolutions: at laſt he 


influenced them fo far as to prevail upon them 
to return into the gaol the fifteen Wexford- 
men, but for thoſe from Enniſcorthy he could 
obtain no remiſſion.” See Fackſon's Narrative, 


as publiſhed by Milliken, Dublin. 


The following is a further and unqueſtionable 


teſtimony of the Rev. Mr Corrin's humane and 


fortunate exertions, on that cvcr to be deplored 
occaſion. 


cc I do 
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I do hereby certify, the Rev. John Corrio, 


e by his humane exertion, has been the inſtru- 
ment in the hands of God in ſaving my life, 
ce and eleven others of my fellow priſoners the 
ce 20th of June; being the day of the general 
7 maſſacre on the Bridge of Wexford. 3 


Ballywalter, GEORGE TAYLOR. 
Auguſt 28th 1798. 


In the ſame liberal and charitable ſpirit, Ver ax 
attributes the exertions of the Clergy on the 2oth 
of June, to their knowing that the rebels had 
been repulſed in every quarter; whereas it is 
well known that the battle at Fook's Mills, was 
then pending ; nor did the Clergy, or any other 
perſon i in that town, know or hear of the defeat 
of the rebels till eight or nine o'clock at night ; : 
though the maſſacre on the bridge had ceaſed be- 
tween five and fix o'clock in the evening, by the 
critical interference of Mr. Corrin; who the 
moment he was acquainted with the atrocities 
that were committing, inſtantly flew to the bridge, 
and at every hazard of perſonal deſtruction, 
threw himſelf between the remaining victims 
and the deſtruQive ſpears of their furious and 
ſanguinary executioners, and thus was the happy 
inſtrument of their preſervation. Much leſs could 
it have been known at that hour to the Clergy, 

or 


[ 9 ] 


or toany of the people of Wexford, that the 
rebels had been repulſed at Vincgar-hill, or 
Enniſcorthy, where they fought a bloody and 
obſtinate battle, on the 21ſt. 


So much for the accuracy as well as for the can- 
deur of Ver ax's rcaſoning, on what he would 
inſinuate was but a time-ſerving humanity and 


interference on the part of the Catholic Clergy 
in Wexford. 


Tu the ſame bold and dauntleſs ſpirit of aſſer— 
tion, Verax tells us * that the Romiſh Clergy 
were the only perſons poſſeſſed of any influence 


in Wexford; and that ſuch was the authority of 


Dr. Caulfield, and Mr. Corrin, pariſh-pricſt of 
the town, that their paſſes and protections, had 
conſtantly afforded the utmoſt ſecurity, to thoſe 
to whom they were granted.“ Now, this I can 


take upon me pofitively to deny, on lets. 


impeachable, becauſe better founded autho— 
rity than VERAx, that the Roman Catholic 


Clergy then in Wexford poſſeſſed an atom of 


authority, except that ſpiritual authority they 
ordinarily obiain over the loyal, pcaccable and 
amenable of their communion ; very few of whom 


then remained in Wxford, to aid the cxcrtions of 


the Clergy in repreſſing an ungovernable banditu; 


and upon as good authority I am warranted poſi- 


iycly 


60 


avely to deny, that Dr. Caulfield, Mr. Corrin or 
or any other of the Catholic Clergy of Wexford, 
cver granted a paſs or protection to any perſon 
whatever; if they have, thoſe paſſes are extant 
for my refutation, and VERAx may, if he can, 


avail himſelf of the means and opportunity they 
afford him. 


The genuine, well-known and irrefragable fact 
is, that when the rebels came into Wexford; the 
Proteſtants of the town flew to the houſes of Doc- 


tor Caulfield, of Mr. Corrin, and to the Con- 


vent, as to places of ſafety ; imploring their pro- 
tection ; and that theſe houſes were conſtantly 
thronged with che Proteſtants of the neighbourhood 
(poſſibly Ver ax himſelf, or ſome of his friends 


might have been of the number) and were made 


de poſitaries of their property. Would this have 
been the caſe, if thoſe Proteſtants believed or ſuſ- 
peed the Catholic Clergy to be the ſecret abettors 
of rebellion, devaſtation or maſſacre? as Ver ax 
obliquely infinuates : or were they not reſorted 


to rather as ſanctuaries, for which they hoped - 


the rebels might ſtill have ſome remains of 
reverence, whoſe pious owners would become 
the advocates and proteQors of their Proteſtant 


neighbours, and not the treacherous abettors 
of their deſtruction ? 


Theſe 
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'Theſe Proteſtants repeatedly called on the 
Catholic Clergy for written protections, but the 
Clergy declared one and all, that they could not, 
and dared not grant any ſuch protection, nor 
would they be of the ſmalleſt benefit; bat 
that all they could do they would, which was to 
ſign petitions, praying and beſecching of the 
rebels in the name of Chriit, for the pation 
of Chriſt, and in every claim or behoof human and 
divine, that thcir Proteſtant neighbours might be 
protected reſpectively in their perſons, families 
and properties. It is notorious, that ſuch ſuppli— 
cations, and no other, were given by the Clergy 
to the generality of the Proteſtants in Wextord, 
and its ſurrounding vicinity, for ſeveral miles: If, 
indeed, petitions and prayers to deprecatc the 
fury of a ſanguinary horde, can be fairly con- 
ſtrued into protections, then muſt the Catholic 
Clergy of Wexford plead guilty to this point of 
the charges of Ver ax.—And certain it is, that 
if ſuch petitions could have afforded, as VIX ax 
ſtates, © the utmoſt ſecurity to whomſocver 
they were granted,” no Proteſtant in that town 
or its vicinity ſhould have ſuffered the ſmalleſt 
injury eicher in perſon or property. 


The aumber maſſacred on the bridge of Wex- 
ford, though much cxaggcratcd in reports, was 
alas! but too, too great, and the horrors of the 


ſcene. 


[ 12] 
ſcene too terrible for reflection. Would to hea- 


ven that ſuch a tragedy had never polluted che 
page of Iriſh hiſtory ! | 


* 


The charge againſt the unfortunate ſufferers 
was—not their being Prote/tants ; but the motive 
profeſſed by their murderers (whether true or 
falſe) was—that they were Orange Men; a pretence 
by no means quoted to extenuate an iota of that 
horrid guilt which no pretence can palliate, 
much leſs juſtify ; but merely to ſhew that thoſe 

ſanguinary miſcreants did not profeſs to direct 
| their infuriate vengeance againſt a religious but 
| a political ſect of Proteſtants, whom they, as fince 
appears from the Reports of the Secret Commit- 
tees of both Houſes of Parliament, were taught 
to conſider as mortal, irreconcileable enemies 
to Papiſts and United Iriſhmen, and ſworn to 
wade knee-deep in their blood ; the cauſe of their 
conceiving ſuch an unchriſtian and abominable 
opinion, I am incompetent, nor is it the object 
of this publication to inveſtigate ; my object is to 
ſhew that the ſanguinary crimes of a mad and- 
ruthleſs mob, loſt as they were to every ſenſe of 


. 2 at we , 


religion or civilization, cannot be juſtly imputed 
to the religious tenets of Catholics, on any 
ground, as VERAX would imply; and the can- 
did recollection of any honeſt and unprejudiced 
man, 


6. 4 
man, who will but review the hiſtory of this 
country for ſeven years back, will ſee that the 


horrors practiſed in the County of Wexford, 
were but a ſecond part of the ſame political 


rancour between Defender and Orange-man, that 
ſo enflamed and degraded the civilized province 
of Ulſtcr. 


Of this rancorous and vengcful complexion 
were the motives which profeſſedly prompted the 
rebels in Wexford to the horrid reſolution of 
putting all their priſoners to death, who were 
then crouded in the common gaol, the priſon- 
ſhip, and the market-houſe ; and purſuant to this 
reſolution, the hapleſs victims were brought out 
by diviſions, ſuddenly and without previous no- 
tice, to the bridge, in order for exccution. 


It is an incontrovertible fact, that Dr. Caulfield, 
(whoſe feelings had been fortunately ſpared the 
anguiſh of witnefling any of thoſe ſanguinary 
ſeenes) Mr. Corrin and every Catholic Clergy— 
man in Wextord, were utterly ignorant of any 
buſineſs of blood, either done or intendedd on the 
tragic day of the maſſacre on Wexford-bridge, 
until Mr. Corrin, while at dinner, reccived 
a meſſage from Mr. Kellet, deſiring he might 
haſten to him with all poſſible ſpeed :;—- 
Mr. Corrin inſtantly flew to the bridge, and 


found 


pron . 
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found him ſurrounded by thoſe aſſaſſins, await- 


ing, with his fellow-victims, the fatal ſtroke ; 
and inſtead of © throwing his arms about 
Mr. Kellet,” he threw himſelf on his knees, and 
in Mat poſture ſupplicated the frantic rabble in 
the moſt feeling manner and language he was 
able, to ſtop their bloody purpoſe, and ſpare the 
lives of thoſc remaining trembling victims who 
the next moment were to be ſacrificed to their 
blind rage : it pleaſed the Almighty to favour his 
ſupplications—the maſſacre ceaſed, and no per- 
fon afterwards ſuffered death, until the king's 
forces took poſſeſſion of the town. 


Vrrax, whoſe /iberality keeps pace with his 
veracity, inſinuates, that Mr. Edwards, Mr: 
Atkins, and Mr. Kellet, three of the reſcued vic- 
tims were ſaved, merely becauſe they were mar- 
ricd to Romiſh wives ;” there were twelve other 
victims reſcued at the ſame time: were they too 
marricd to Romiſh wives? were all the pri- 
ſoners in the gaol, the market-houſe and the pri- 
fon-ſhip married to Romiſh wives? can Verax 
aſſume to prove they were? and if not, what be- 
comes of his infinuation and inference for thoſe 
priſoners were all ſaved. 


Dr. Caulfield's houſe was repeatedly ſearched 
for Orange-men, and threatened with demoli- 


tion 


t 


tion for harbouring them, and his life ve- 
hemently menaced by a rebel pike-man in the 
ſtreet, while endeavouring to ſave Lord Kingſbo- 
rough.—The condition of Mr. Corrin was not a 
whit better: but if Ver ax's ſtatement is thought 
to deſerve any credit, the Catholic Clergy of 
Wexford ſtand in a moſt ſad dilemma indeed: 
for, if on one hand they had any authority or in- 
fluence with the rebels, they mult be implicated : 


and on the other, if they did not exert an autho- 
chority, which they never poſſeſſed, they are to be 


charged as paſſive accomplices in all the horrors 
there perpetrated. 


Such a charge, however, comes forward now 
very unſeaſonably, when thoſe who were impli— 
cated, and notoriouſly active in the rebellion, have 

experienced his Majeſty's clemency and gracious 
pardon ; while a calumny, worſe than death to 
virtuous men, is attempted to be thrown on the 
Roman Catholic Clergy of Wexford; and why? 
for having rendered every good office in their 
power to their Proteſtant neighbours, in the hour 
of danger and calamity, at the riſk of deſtru&t1on 
to themſelves. 


What has been adduced will, I truſt, be 
found ſufficient to reſcue the characters cf 
thoſe reſpectable gentlemen from the odium 


intended to be caſt on them, as they have reſcucd 
the 


| +6 3 
the boſoms of their Proteſtant neighbours from 
the pike of aſſaſſination. 


But having thus far vindicated the Catholic 
Clergy of Wexford, it may not be totally foreign 
from my purpoſe to hazard a remark or two, on 
the infinuations of Vr RA x and others, — that the 
late unfortunate rebellion was not ſo much a con- 
flict of a political as of a religious complexion—or 
in plain Engliſh, of Popery againſt Protefiantiſm. 


That much of endeavour has moſt artfully and 
zealouſly been exerted to repreſent it ſo, is pretty 
obyious ; and that it will be extremely difficult, 
if not totally impoſſible, for much ſtronger rea- 
ſoning than I am capable of, to remove the pre- 
judices of thoufands, I am alſo well aware. My 
object will therefore only be to diſabuſe the 
CANDID and LIBERAL, and to diſpel from their 
minds the clouds of miſrepreſentation. 


Let me then aſk, who were the prime movers, 
and moſt prominent agitators in this rebellion, 
from its origin to its preſent ſtate ?- Were they 
in majority, or in any conſiderable degree, Ca- 
tholics of known adherence to the principles of 
their religion ? No :—thoſe of them who profeſſed 
indeed, a ſemblance of Catholicity, were, for 
the greater part, of Tem Paine's ſchool, Catho- 

lics 


1 


lies in profeſſion, but Deiſts in religion, the lead - 
ers for the moſt part Proteſtants. | 


But who, it will be aſked, filled the rebel ranks ? 
—who made up the rank and file—whoſe phyſi- 
cal and numerical ſtrength gave energy to rebel - 
lion? che majority indeed, muſt have been Ca- 
tholics, from the accident of their being of the 
lower orders of the people; who, in three pro- 
vinces out of the four, are for the moſt part Ca- 
tholics ; had accident made them Proteſtants, or 
Preſbyterians, or Jews, or Mahometans, the re- 
| bellion would juſt as fairly be charged upon the 
religious principles of theſe ſects, as upon thoſe 
of Catholics ; and circumſtanced as Ireland is, 
it would be ſcarcely poſſible to excite any formi- 
dable rebellion, or levy any formidable army of 
loyaliſts, that muſt not equally bear the denomi- 
nation of CAT HOL ic. | 


But what claſs of men are we to ſelect as a ſpe- 
cimen to prove the genuine principles of Catho- 
lics ?—Is it a furious, ungovernable rabble, aban- 
doning all the controul of their paſtors—burſt- 
ing through every tie that religion ſupplies to 
reſtrain the ebullition of the paſſions, and excom- 
municated from their church, as cankered and 
irreelaimable members, that Ver ax and his ſect 
of thinkers would point out? Ws 


B Is 


221 2 


" = — 
—— — >. - 


(18 J 


ls it a miſerable, and deſperate crew, of uncivi- 


lized mountaineers, or village politicians, tu- 


tored by ſeditious agents to leſſons of demo- 
cracy, profligacy and inſubordination ; maddened 
by ill-digeſted doſes of French principles, in- 
jected on their ignorant minds through the dan- 
gerous mediums of inflammatory newſpapers, 


that VER ax would point out as the ſample of 
Catholic principle? 


Is it an enfuriated mob, maddened by that po- 
litical rabies that has ravaged Europe, and now 
menaces Afia, and ruſhing through deſtruction, to 
graſp at plunder, that we muſt take as a ſpecimen 
by which to judge of Catholic principle? 

Is it by a part of the ſomewhat better informed, 
tho? not leſs deſperate claſs of adventurers, who 
formed the ſtaff and ſubaltern authorities of the 
rebel force, and who promoted ebullition in the 
ſocial maſs, in the hope of diſengaging their ac- 
rive ſpirits from the dregs, where nature and for- 
tune placed them, to float like ſcum on the ſur- 
face of confuſion, that Ver ax would ſtrengthen 
his charge againſt Catholic principle. 


Is it the excommunicated prieſts, the drunken 


and profligate couple-beggars, the very faces 
of the church, who appeared active in re- 


bellion, 


E 


bellion, that Ver ax ſelects as examples in ſup- 
port of his inſinuations? 


Happily for the Catholic character, there are 
other, and more reſpectable authorities to vindi- 
cate its loyalty, and the chriſtianity of its prin- 
ciples. Where were the Catholic noblemen and 
gentlemen of Ireland found, during the late re- 
bellion ? —They were in the ſame ranks with their 
loyal Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects, rallying around 
their king, the conſtitution, and the laws of their 
country; and gallantly defending them againſt 
the efforts of rebellion ; witneſs the counties of 
Meath, of Kildare, of Wicklow, of Wexford, 
and recently of Mayo; and the whole military 


route of the gallant and magnanimous Cor N- 
WALLIS. 


Where were the Catholic Prelates and Clergy, | 
or what were they about during the rebellion? | 
they were not illuſtrating by their conduR, the | 
falſe and invidious infinuations of the Iriſh Ex- 
ecutive Union to the French Directory, by a 
tacit aequieſcence in the purpoſes of rebellion ; 
they were not promoting the views, or preparing 
for the reception of that profligate and atheiſtical 
nation, who, as the great and leading principle 
of their republic, had aboliſhed all orders of the 
prieſthood, and either devoted iis meck and de- 
fenceleſs fraternity to the guillotine, drowned 
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them by cargoes in the ſea, or doomed them to per- 
petual baniſhment : No temporal as well as eter- 
nal intereſts forbade ſo prepoſterous a coalition. 


They were employed in zealouſly exhorting 
their congregations to perſevere in loyalty, in 
good order, in obedience to the laws; duty to 
their religion ; induſtry in their avocations, and 
fidelity to their country, And while they were 
thus endeavouring to guard their flocks againſt 
the infidious wiles of political wolves, let looſe 
for their ſeduction, and to pen them within the 
folds of chriſtianity and ſocial order ; they felt 
they were rendering a juſt tribuie of grateful 
ſervice to that much-revered monarch, under 
whoſe gracious auſpices a ſanctuary of educa- 
tion was opened for them in the boſom of 
that loved country, from which the hard po- 
licy of preceding times had excluded them. 


What were the reſpectable Catholics in com- 
mercial life, and all thoſe who truly adhered to 
the diQates of their religion, and the monitions of 
| their clergy about ?—they were reprobating thoſe 
outrages, which they hourly felt precipitating 
diſtreſs and ruin on themſelves and country, in 
whoſe peace and proſperity they muſt feel 
equally intereſted with any and every ſect or claſs 

of 
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of their loyal fellow- ſubjects; they were ſub- 


mitting in filent anguiſh to the infinuations of 
aſſumed, if not privileged prejudice and flander, 
which caſt on their principles and their religion 
the odium of thoſe acts committed by ſeme men 
who were apoftates from both; and prompted 
by others who were regardleſs of either: and 
they looked forward with that paſſive and patient 
reſignation, which for more than a centu ry, had 
diſtinguiſhed their conduct, reſting in the confi- 
dence that time and reflection would convince 
thoſe whoſe good opinions were worth cultiva— 
tion, of the falſhood of thoſe ſlanders indiſerimi- 
nately heaped upon their whole communion. 


That the great maſs of the common people of 
the county of Wexford have been politicaily 
poiſoned by the artifices of deſigning men, is un- 
fortunately too true ; and that thoſe men would 
ſtop at no pretence of religion, or of party, that 
would beſt ſtimulate the ignorant multitude to 
their wicked purpoſes, is equally the fact. To 
what ſad lengths then, has the curſed policy of 
ſuch men driven the people of this unfortunate 
land !—a land gifted by heaven with the choiceſt 
bleſſings of nature; and in which our own ani— 
moſities and diſcontents are the chief, if not 
the only impediments to our proſperity. 

The 
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The unwary dupes of needy, inſidious and deſ- 
perate adventurers in this country, have bcen toa 
long fought—ſc& againſt ſect, and party againſt 
party.— We have ſcen them of late, as Proteſtant 
and Papiſt, or rather as Orange-man and De- 
fender, baycd at cach other like bul/-dogs, or like 
the gallant and generous birds, (whoſe native 
prompt and unſuſpecting courage, furniſhes a 
better ſuited fimile fo? the ſimple natives of Ire- 
land) ſhorn of che comely plumage ſo ornamental 
in the happy intercourſe of peaceful ſociety ; and 
clipt and gafed in the grim array of conflict, they 
are pitted againſt each other, like game cocks from 
the ſame farm yard, to fighi for the amuſement, 

or decide the wager of power and influence be- 
tween their crucl maſters. 


Be it for the rancorous partizans of rebellion 
or civil war, to fling the brands of fanaticiſm 
amongſt the prejudices and paſſions of an untu- 
tored multitude ; to light up the ſavage fury of 
the natural man, and congregate their numbers 
againſt each other, in the contending cauſe of 
thoſe who delude chem: but for the ſake of cha- 
rity, of common ſenſe, of ſound policy, let not 
the liberal and tolerant Proteſtant, or the loyal 
and enlightened Catholics recriminate upon each 
other the crimes of a barbarous fanaticiſm, whether 
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religious or political; they are both equally con- 


cerned in the maintenance of a humane and mer- 


ciful ſyſtem of conſtitutional laws, in fealty to the 
ſame . gracious and beneficent king, and in the 
proſperity of one common country, gifted by the 


God of Nature with every requiſite for terreſtrial 


happineſs. And while they muſt mutually lament 
the affliction of that country, labouring under 
the influence of a politicaÞfever, that has already 
infected and deformed the fair face of Europe; 


be it their patriotic and praiſe-worthy taſk to pal- 


liate the rage of the malady, to ſilence, if poſſible 
the fiends of faction and vengcance, to extract the 
poiſon of French principles from the wounds of 
the popular mind, to cheriſh its convaleſcence 
and ſecure its health and tranquillity; and by 
thus re-eſtabliſhing mutual confidence, and that 
general loyalty and peaceful demeanor under 
which national happineſs and proſperity had ſo 
rapidly approached perfection; and from which 
nothing but the wicked ſpirit of ſeduction, arti- 
fice and conſpiracy, could have turned aſide into 


the crooked and dreary mazes of deſtruction. 
\ 


Having ſtrayed ſo far beyond the bounds of my 
original purpoſe, perhaps not unneceſſarily, I 
cannot conclude this ſubject without a remark, 


which 
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which muſt have impreſſed itſelf on the minds of 
the reflecting part of the Iriſh nation. 


The human mind, as well as every other ſyſtem 
in nature or policy, is not calculated to ſuſtain 
rapid revolution, without the danger of more 
miſchief than is ſuthcient to counterbalance the 
good propoſed; and we find by experience that 
tampering with long eſtabliſhed ſyſtems in civil 
polity or religion, riſks a degree of confuſion 


often utterly deſtructive to the peace and happi- 
neſs of a nation. 


When it pleaſed the Iriſh legiſlature, to take 
away the means of education from the Iriſh 
Catholics, no other medium was. left by which 
to reſtrain thoſe unruly paſſions which have 
ever been the impediments to civilization, and 
from which man in the moi} civilized ſtate is not 
exempt, than the terror of penal and terrific laws, 
and the religious influence, as it were elandeſ- 
tinely exerted, of their Clergy : and it did appear, 
until of very late years, that thoſe headlong and 
furious propenſitięes of che lower orders, which 
no laws however terrific could reſtrain ; which no 
authority of magiſtrates, no force of civil or mili- 
tary power could awe into good order, unitormly 
yielded to the milder influence of religion: and 
the « ontinual admonitions of their clergy, and 


the 
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the reſpect they bore towards the miniſters of reli- 


gion, were moie effectual in quelling tumult, 
preventing diſorder and preſerving integrity 
amongſt them, than all the ſtatutes, tribunals, 
and gibbets, that the ſtaic could produce. 


Under this influence was the peace, the loyalty 
and good order of the common people maintained 
for more than a century, (fave in a few and tri- 
vial inſtances) under thc preſſure of a policy, 
which every man will allow furniſhed the ſtrong- 
eſt incitements for diſconients and commotion; 
and if ſuch was the caſe under every ſtimulent to 
a contrary effect, muſt not the ſucceſs of this mode 
be proportionably greater, as thoſe ſtimulents 
were gradually removed? 


But the ſimplicity of the unoffending Catholic 
was not ſuffered to reſt under that influence which 
ſecured the peace of the country: he was etcr- 
nally taunied with the charge of ſuperſtitious and 
grovelling ſubmiſſion to his Clergy; he was told 
that he was pricſt-ridden and the dupe of pricſt- 
craft; he was ſhamed out of his conſcien- 
tious ſcruples; he was laughed out of his re- 
verence for religious ceremonies; and the 
fame creed which Mr. Paine has fince but too 
ſucceſsfully applied to the orders of ſoci- 
ety, and the eſtabliſhed forms of the ſtate, was 
induſtcioufly 
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 induſtriouſly directed to relax the authority of 


religious ſcruples, and the reverence for religi- 
ous rites amongſt the Catholics ; they were told that 
the Clergy had no right to mind any thing but 
their prayers; theſe maxims gained ground; for 
the human paſſions, too apt to admit the influence 
of temptation to licentiouſneſs, liſtened but too 
attentively to ſuch doctrines; /cruple ſoon gave 
way; reſtraint followed; ſubmiſſion and obedience, no 
longer tenable againſt the combined attacks of 
pride and paſhon, were ſoon demoliſhed ; the 
{ſtrength of religion being paralized, the paternal 
influence of the Clergy was deſtroyed, and the 
curb being thus plucked from the mouth of the 
multitude, they have become, what we have of late 
ſeen them, unmanageable by civil laws, and 
abandoned to their paſſions and their profligacy. 


What would many of thoſe ſpeculators, who 
formerly taunted the religious awe, and rebuked 
the paſſive obedience of the Catholic peaſantry 
of Ireland, now give to reſtore that peaſantry to 
the ſame ſtate? alas! the taſk if at all poſſible, is 
a more than Herculean labour; which wall require 
all the wiſdom, all the exertion, and all the good 
example of the higher orders to effect; it is not to 
be. effected by teaching the Catholic multitude 
that the religion in which they have been educated, 


and 


* 
4 

*. 
7 


= 


33 
and which enjoins the practice of all the virtues, 
is a ſuperſtitious, a ridiculous, or an impoſitious 
ſyſtem. Let chem who ſeek to pluck up by the roots 
the religion of the multitude, take care they do not 
alſo icar away the morality that twines around 
that religion; and let them alſo recollect that more 
vice, and more miſchief has acerued to ſociety 
by the hackneyed, ignorant and profligatc attempts 
to excite, by looſe cenſure and ridicule, an irre- 
yerence and contempt for religion and its miniſ- 
ters, than from any other aflignable cauſe: and 
if we ſhould doubt the fact, we fhall find its 
melancholy illuſtration where it ſhould alarm us 
moſt, in the manners and principles of the riſing 
generation; in the profligacy which has for years 


pervaded the lower orders, and terminated at laſt 


in a ſanguinary rebellion, directed to the ſubver- 
fion of all order and of all religion in Ireland. 


Wexford, 
September 22, 1798. 


IF VErITAS's 05j-4 being merely to vindicate the characters 
of Gentlemen, of whoſe exemplary cond in Wexford, as well 
during the melancholy period of the Rebellion, as for ſeveral 
wears before, he has been an unnoticed admirer and not to pro- 
woke a pamphlet war, or revive the ferment which he truſts is 
rapidly ſubſidin ge will not hold himſelf bound to reply to 
ny other anonymous publication on this ſubjet. 
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TO THE 


PRINTER OF THE DUBLIN JOURNAL. 


SIR, 


HAVING ſeen in the Hibernian Journal of 
the xoth inſtant, a paragraph of the following 
tenor, ſaid to have been extracted from Swinney's 
Birmingham Chronicle, of Auguſt 2d : * That 
«© Doctor James Caulfield, the Catholic Biſhop, 
< and his Clergy were priſoners at large in Wex- 
ford; chat they were terrified, but not perſonally 
* inſulted; that the Biſhop and his Clergy on 
* their knees, and with up-lifted hands, ſaved 
*« ſome of the cloſe priſoners, who were brought 
* out for execution, the day before the arrival 
 * of the king's troops; and that about twenty 
lives, moſtly Proteſtants, were faved by them.” 


I requeſt you will publiſh in your very uſeful 
paper, the following obſervations on that para- 


graph :;— 


1 


graph: — The rebels put ſome Proteſtants to 
death the zoth of May; the day of their arrival 
in Wexford, and they frequently exccuted them 
in the public ſtreets, during their continuance 
there, and previous to the grand maſſacre of 
ninety-five of their, Proteſtant priſoners, on the 
20th of June. If the influence of the Romiſh 
Clergy was ſuch, as to check the rebels in their 
ſanguinary career on that day, when their thirſt 
for carnage ſeemed inſatiable, why did they not 
prevent the perpetration of many horrid murders 
committed for days before in the public ſtreets, 
with all the coolneſs of delibcration, and the 
mock ſolemnity of exccuting a judicial ſentence ? 
Mr. John Boyd was one of the victims whom 
they immolated the day of their arrival: after 
having pierced his body with pikes, they ſtripped 
him naked; he then lay in the public ſtreets 
near twenty-four hours, expiring in the utmolt 
agony, and crying out for a drink of water, but 
no perſon dared to relieve him. Good God! it 
was ſuch a light, 


— That Tyranny, which never quaft but blood 
« Would, by beholding him, have walued his knife 
* With gentle eye drops.“ 
SHAKESPEARE, 


We think it very extraordinary, that the 
Romiſh Clergy never interpoſed to prevent the 
effuſion of blood, until the 20th of June, when it 
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was well known, that the rebels had been re- 
pulſed in every quarter, and that the king's troops 
were advancing towards Wexford; .and yet ſuch 
was the influence of Doctor Caulfield, and Mr. 
Corrin, Pariſh Prieſt of that town, that their 
paſſes or protections had conſiantly afforded che 
atmoſt ſecurity to whomſoever they were granted. 
When Meſſrs. Hore and Kellet were brought 
forth to execution, the former was inſtantly 
maſſacred, but no ſooner was the latter put on 
his knees, than Father Corrin ſtepped forward, 
threw his arms about him, and ſaved him; and 
why ?. becauſe he was married to a Roman Catho- 
lic lady ; and why, in the ſame manner, were Mr. 


Atkins and Mr. Edwards, parually reſcued from 


the pikes of the aſſaſſins? becaiiſe they were 
married to Romiſh wives. The Romiſh Clergy, 
inſtead of being terrified, or priſoners at large, as 
falſely ſtated in that paragraph, were the only 
perſons poſſeſſed of authority in Wexford; for 
that of the Proteſiant rebel-generals had torally 
declined, and one of them Bagnal Harvey, was 
ſuperſeded by that ſanguinary monſter Father 
Roach; in ſhort, the aſcendancy of their Prieſts | 
was ſuch, at laſt, that their government would 
ſoon have reſembled the theocracy of the Jews. 
The Proteſtant rebel-generals Kevgh and Harvey, 


declared 
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declared in their laſt moments, chat their only 
object was, to Reform the Conſtitution, but that 
Popiſh fanaticiſm had ſoon defcated all their au- 

thority. I think it right to aſſert, in contra- 


diction to that paragraph, that all the perſons 
maſſacred at Wexford, were Protcſtants, and 


that their religion was the only charge brought 
againſt them. Being a profeſſed enemy to Ja- 
cobins and United Iriſhmen, I ſhall always take 


great pleaſure in expoſing any errors or falſc- 


hoods, publiſhed in their prints. 


VERAX. 


